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Chapter I Introduction to Human Geography 
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built (downtown or in a suburb), given the characteristics of 
existing neighborhoods and new developments, the median 
income ofpeople, the locations ofother shopping areas, and 
the existing and future road system. Similarly, a geographer 
could determine the best location for a wildlife refuge, given 
existing wildlife habitats and migration patterns, human set
tlement patterns, and road networks. 

A spatial perspective invites consider:ation of the rela
tionship among phenomena in individual places-including 
the relationship between humans and the physical world. 
Thus, the second of the five themes concerns human
environment interactions. Why did the Army Corps of 
Engineers alter Florida's physical environment so drastically 
when it drained part ofthe Everglades? Have the changes in 
Florida's environment created an easier path of destruction 
for hurricanes? Why is the Army Corps ofEngineers again 
changing the course of the Kissimmee River, and what does 
that mean for farmers around the river and residential devel
opments in the south of Florida? Asking locational ques
tions often means looking at the reciprocal relationship 
between humans and environments. 

The third theme of geography is the region. 
Phenomena are not evenly distributed on Earth's surface. 
Instead, features tend to be concentrated in particular 
areas, which we call regions. Geographers use fieldwork 
and both quantitative and qualitative methods to develop 
insightful descriptions of different regions of the world. 
Novelist James Michener once wrote tl1at whenever he 
started writing a new book, he first prepared himself by 
turning to books written by regional geographers about 
the area where the action was to occur. Understanding the 
regional geography of a place allows us to make sense of r 
much of the information we have about places and digest 
new place-based information as well. 

The fourth tl1eme is represented by the seemingly 
simple word place. All places on the surface of Earth 
have unique human and physical characteristics, and one 
of the purposes of geography is to study the special char
acter and meaning of places. People develop a sense of 
place by infusing a place with meaning and emotion, by 
remembering important events that occurred in a place, 
or by labeling a place with a ce tain character. Because we 
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- Figure 1.7 (continued) 

:pe1~~ce ~~ give meanin? to places, we can have a feel-
go ome when we are 111 a certain place. 

h We also develop perceptions of places where we 
ave never been through books, ·movies, stories, and ic

tures. Geographe!s Peter G ould and Rodney White as1ed 
college students 111 California and Pennsylvania· "If 
could move :o anyplace ofyour choice, without a~y of;~ 
;s~~l ~~ancia! and other obstacles, where would you like 
o ive. ! he1r responses showed a strong bias for their 

home reg10n and revealed that students £rom both .
h d · reg10ns 
Ga ne:t~ve perceptions of the South, Appalachia the 

reat a111_s, and Utah (Fig. 1.7). What we know shapes 
our perceptions of places. - -

The fifth theme, movement, refers to the mobility of 
people, goods, and ideas across the surf:ace of th 1M · . · e p anet. 
1ovement fS 3;Il expression of the interconnectedness of 
~aces. Spaual mteraction between places depends on the 

stances (the measured physical space between two 1 ) 
~ong places, the accessibility (the ease ofreaching places 
non fr th one oca-

. o~ ano er) ofplaces, and the transportation and com-
murucanon connecti 'ty(th d .ti . VI e egree oflinkage between loca-
hons m a network) among places. Interactions ofmany kinds 
~ ape ~~\; hwnan geography, and understandin these 
mteracnons Is an important aspect ofthe global spatial ~rder. 
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Cultural Landscape 
In . addition to the five themes, location, human
enVJronment, region, place, and movement, landscape is a 
core element of geography. Geographers use the term 
landscape to refer to the material character ofa place the 
complex ~f na~ ral features, human structur es, 'and 
~her tangible obJects that give a place a particular form . 
human geographers are particularly concerned with 

t e_~ultural landscape, the visible imprint of human 
~Ct1V1ty on the l~ndscape. The geographer whose name 
is ~1ost _closely identified with this concept is formerf 111vers1ty of California at Berkeley professor Carl 

a~er. In Sa~er's words, cultural landscapes are com 
pn se~, of the forms superimposed on th e physical lan d
scape by human activity. 

No ?lace on Earth is in a "pristine" condition; 
hrmans ~ave made an imprint on every place on the 
? an ~t (Fig. 1.8). The cultural landscape is the visible 
impnn t of human activi ty and culture on the land
s~ape: ~e can see the cultural landscape in the layers 
~ bmldmgs, roads, memorials, churches, fields and 

omes that human activities over time have sta~ ped .,,. 
on the landscape. 

Desirable Places to Live. Where Pennsylvanian and Californian college students would 
prefer to live, based on questionnaires completed by college students. Reprinted by permission of 
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